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The Influence of Christianity (Protestant) on the
‘Frontier Spirit” in Hokkaido
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Synopsis

It can not be denied that Christianity was one of the key factors in the making of the ‘frontier spirit’
in Hokkaido at the end of the 19th century when the Meiji Government commenced the exploitation of
Hokkaido.

By analyzing the process of the missionary work and the establishment of Protestant Churches in
Hokkaido, the author tried to make clear the characteristics of the ‘frontier spirit’ in this distyict

He has classified the Churches into four specific types according to the features of their founders:
(1) those founded by the foreign missionaries, (2) by the merchants in general and the intellectuals,
(3) by the groups of ex-samurai class who immigrated collectively, (4) by the advocates of democratic
rights. There four types can be found among the churches which belong to the Japan Church (a reformed
church with Presbyterian policy).

Of them the author has chosen two different types of churches; Date Church ( type3) and Seien
Church (type4) They present a striking contrast.

Examining the process of the establishment of each church and the faith of each founder, the author
has endeavored to detect the essence of each founder’s faith.
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