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On the Meaning of The Birthmark
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Synopsis

In this article I intend to analyze the contents of the short story, “The Birthmark”, written by
Nathaniel Hawthorne, chiefly from the viewpoint of the problems of sin and to study the background and

the meaning of the work.
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“Georgiana”, said he, “has it never occurred
to you that the mark upon your cheek might be
removed?"®

2%, TANC—FEHLT, BEXOED
HEEFMN Bk e, BIRELTWEINT
bbb, £, Ya—YTFroEBROFRIZ, —D
o [# =] (asinglar mark) 7% - 72D ThH 5,
FNIEABOFOR %2 L 2Bd TNE L, BILE
RN HET, WHITHLNBED EH EHICE

CHEDVAENTWT, LD ZNE2ZOBERIC
LT, IFRTTHEZLLY, FoMzIE-EN L
Bonizhdr0Th-12,

BT, Ya3a—YTHIE, INEFTEDOHESEHE

BOBND—-21Z L BB LLCELNTELD
T, FDOL ) TWDEh, BlEFGTIENS
N7z, KOKNDFEIZL » TESE2TLSNED
Thd,
------ No, dearest Georgiana, you came so
nearly perfect from the hand of Nature that this
slightest possible defect, which we hesitate
whether to term a defect or a beauty, shocks me,
as being the visible mark of earthly imperfec-
tion,™®
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“Danger? There is but one danger —— that
this horrible stigma shall be left upon my cheek
1" cried Georgiana, “Remove it, remove it, what-
ever be the cost, or we shall both go mad!"”
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“My poor Aylmer”, she repeated, with a
more than human tendernss, “you have aimed
loftily ; you have done nobly. Do not repent that
with so high and pure a feeling, you have re-
jected the best the earth could offer, Alymer,
dearest Aylmer, I am dying!"®
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Yet, had Aylmer reached a profounder
wisdom, he need not thus have flung away the
happiness which would have woven his mortal
life of the selfsame texture with the celestial
The momentary circumstance was too strong for
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him ; he failed to look beyond the shadowy scope
of time, and living once for all in eternity, to find
the perfect future in the present.!®
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A person to be in possession of something as
mortal man has a right to demand ; he tries to
make it better, and ruins it entirely.

A person to spend all his life and splendid
talents in trying to achieve something naturally
impossible, ——as to make a conquest over
Nature!®. '
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A person to be the death of his beloved in
trying to raise her to more than mortal perfection
. yet this should be a comfort to him for having
aimed so highly and holy!*.
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“Georgiana, [ even rejoice in this single im-
perfection, since it will be such a rapture to
remove it,”'”
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“Noblest, dearest, tenderest wife”, cried
Aylmer, rapturously, “doubt not my power. I
have already given this matter the deepest
thought —— thought which might almost have
enlightened me to create a being less perfect
than yourself, Georgiana, you have led me dee-
per than ever into the heart of science, I feel
myself fully competent to render this dear cheek
as faultless its fellow ; and then, most beloved,
what will be my triumph when [ shall have cor-
rected what Nature left imperfect in her fairest
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work!"1®
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With his vast strength, his shaggy hair, his
smoky aspect, and the indescribable earthiness
that incrusted him, he (=Aminadab) seemed to
represent man’s physical nature ; while Aylmer’s
slender figure, and pale, intellectual face, were
no less apt a type of the spiritual element??.
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Her heart exulted, while trembled, at his
honorable love, so pure and lofty it would accept
nothing less than perfection, nor miserably make
itself contented with an earthlier nature than he
had dreamed of. She felt how much more pre-
clous was such a sentiment, than that meaner
kind which would have borne with the im-
perfection for her sake, and have been guilty of
treason to holy love, by degrading its perfect
idea to the level of the actual. And, with her
whole spirit, she prayed, that, for a single
moment, she might satisfy his highest and
deepest conception. Longer than one moment,
she well knew, it could not be ; for his spirit was
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ever on the march — ever ascending —— and
each instant required something that was be-
yond the scope of the instant before®”.
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