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On the Teaching of English and “Culture”

Tadashi BANNAI
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When invited to dinners or tea parties,
Americans usually do not bring gifts for their
host or hostess; however, they may take a
bottle of wine or flowers. It is not custom-
ary for Americans to bring a box of cookies
or cakes as Japanese do.?
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An American who lived in Japan for
three years recalled his experiences in Japan,
and said his most difficult problem was
knowing how to interpret Japanese avoid-
ance of eye contact. Whenever his Japanese
friend avoided eye contact, he felt he had
done something wrong or said something that
should not have been said. He remarked, “It
took me a while to understand Japanese eye
behavior is different from American.”*®
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When you talk to an American, try to
look at his or her eyes, but do not stare:----
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------ Since it often takes Japanese extra time
to formulate a sentence in English, this differ-
ence is multiplied by the difficulty of speak-
ing the second language---'? (TF#351HH)
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------ If communication is carried out by means
of a foreign language such as English, it takes
more time for Japanese to surmise------ B (F
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In Japan, when someone is about to take
a test, or enter a sports event, or start a new
job, it is customary for others to say to him,
“Gambatte!”, which translates roughly as
“Work hard!” This would sound very strange
in English. The usual English expression
would be just the opposite: “Don’t work too
hard,” or “Take it easy.” Americans would
assume that anyone in such a situation would
already be keyed up and wouldn’t need to be
told to work hard. Instead, he would need to
be reminded to relax.!?
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------ Knowing the rules is not at all the same
thing as playing the game.!”
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