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An Attempt to Improve the English-Reading Ability for Practical Use.

Kunimitsu ATAKU, Toshifumi HIGASHI and Toyohiko HORI

Abstract

This paper is a report of our attempt in the third-year English classes to improve their ability in
English reading. Many Japanese learners are liable to translate English sentences into Japanese. This
prevents them from understanding stories smoothly and quickly. We had the students listen to English
stories many times. In this case they cannot help grasping the meaning of each sentence from top to
tail without translating. If this way of understanding is applied to reading, they will make great prog-

ress in reading English stories.
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THE BORE

THE BORE

. track 1
Richard Taylor was the most boring man in the world.

Sylvia, his wife, would sit across from him at dinner and
watch him noisily gulp down his food. He disgusted her.

When he was finished eating—whether she was finished
or not—he would stand up, and say, “Let’s watch
television. The baseball game is on” And she would have
to go up and watch baseball with him. She hated baseball.
She also hated Richard.

Richard had a good job and plently of money, but he
refused to spend anything on his wife.

“] need a new coat,” she would say.

“You’ve only had your coat for five years. It's good for
another five years.”

“I need a new dress.”

B F R&
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“You have enough dresses. Your closet is full of them”
Richard was miserly, and wouldn’t spend any money on
her at all.

The only thing that made Sylvia’s life bearable was the ™
fact that she had a handsome young lover named Tony.
When Sylvia’s husband went to work, Sylvia spent every
possible moment with Tony. Richard and Sylvia had
separate bedrooms. Richard was a sound sleeper, and very
often Tony would sneak up the trellis to the balcony door
outside Sylvia’s bedroom. He would quietly creep into her
bedroom, and they would make love. Tony would leave
before dawn.

Unfortunately, Tony had no money. He would say to
Sylvia, “I love you. Why don’t you divorce Richard and
marry me?”

And Sylvia would put her arms around him, and say, “I
love you, too, darling, but if I divorce Richard, he would
never give me a cent, and you and I would starve together.
No. I have no choice but to stay with Richard.”

And then the unexpected happened. ..

Richard came home from work one day, carrying a™
pitiful little bouquet of flowers. He never bought Sylvia

2
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Quick, Hide That
Ch eWi n g G u m ! by Richard Humphries
ovar e wortd Whre e lawrs that are stanger than stuags?

here is a phrase in A

_ought (0 be a law”) that is often used when peo-

ple see an activity that they do not like. It means

thee should be a law against that activity.

Unfortunately, too many government officials get seri-
ous about these things and then pass a lot of really
strange laws.

For cxample, do you have a pet lion? Have you and
your pet lion ever wanted to go sce a movie together?
Well,if you live in Baltimore, Maryland, you had betcer
not because it's illegal to take a lion to a movic theater
there.

Docs your dog have a bad habie? Does it smoke cigars?
Well, you should not be seen offering your dog a cigar in
Zion, llinois, or you will be breaking the law there.

Thinking about getcing in your car and driving across
the state of Alabama? That could be a wonderful trip, but
you should know in advance that its against the law, and
probably not a good idea, to be blindfolded (sce photo)
while you drive there.

Many of these laws are old and were probably passed

in response to someone who once actually tried these

I

This masked man is not allowed 1o drive in Alabama

(1) Last November, (3)
Leonardo DiCaprio came to Japan
for the first time
in three years
to promote his latest movie, Titanic.
That was
when "Leo Fever” hit Japan!

It was wild (4)
from the moment
he landed in Japan.
More than 150 screaming fans
met him
at Narita Airport.
At the Orchard Hall Theater in Tokyo
about 2,000 young women,
including some crazy fans

crazy things. However, strange laws are still being made.
For example, under Section 402d of a 1981 California
State Law, it is against the law to mail someone razor
blades unless that person asks you to.

America is not the only country with curious laws.
France and the Canadian province of Quebec have lan-
guage laws that arc mostly directed against English loan
words. Shops there are not supposed to advertise and sell
“les computers” or “les hot dogs.” In Quebec, that
province’s Bill 101 says all signs must be in French only.

Indonesia does not allow the import of material wich
Chinese writing, and Libya once banned “unclean
thoughts.” Seill, for consistent attempts at controlling
society through strange laws, Singapore is number one.

Did you forget to flush that toile? Oops, you will
s

have to pay a
fine of S$500
(¥37,280), and
don’t even
think  about
bringing a fresh
durian (a tropi-
cal fruit known
for its strong

smell) on the

subway as that's “prian dous not travel welin Singapore
definitely not
allowed. Furthermore, as of January 1991, chewing gum
is now illegal and smuggling (secrecly bringing) it in can
get you a year in jail and a fine of $$6,200 (¥ 462,270).
While many of these laws mentioned may sound a lic-
tle crazy, it's probably not a good idea to go out and
break them. Leave the gum at home when you travel to
Singapore, and just tell your lion you'll bring home a
video tonight when you're in Baltimore. &

Outside the room

before the press conference,
TV reporters interviewed fans
who were waiting desperately

in the hopes
of glimpsing their prince.

The reaction
to his visit
was even bigger

than DiCaprio himself had imagined.
"It's definitely overwhelming, "

he says.
"1 came to Japan
three years ago
after | did my second film
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who had camped out

for three days,
waited for the star to arrive
for the premiere of Titanic.

(2 To avoid a panic,
DiCaprio had to sneak
in the back door

of the theater. (5)

The press were also eager
to see him.
The press conference
at which DiCaprio and director James
Cameron
introduced the movie
was packed
with about 600 journalists,
the largest number ever

for any film press conference.

[reffering to What's Bating Gilbert Grape
— which is actually his third film].
The fan aspect was
definitely not to the degree
that it is now.
So it definitely take some
getting used to.”

He thinks
that it's "a terrific thing "
but knows also
that with fame comes added pressure.
"I realize
that it's a different world
that I'm entering now
and it takes a lot more responsibility
in life,”
says DiCaprio
with a serious look on his face.
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