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An Attempt to Use an American Film for English Class

Toyohiko HORI, Kanaho MATSUDA

Abstract

We tried to teach English by using an American film "Free Willy." The main purpose of this
attempt is to have the students learn daily spoken English. In usual English classes, they don’t have
much chance to learn such authentic English. At first, they see this film with Japanese caption, and
then they try to understand spoken English without it. Most students seemed to enjoy the classes and
become familiar with spoken English little by little.
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EXT. AMPHITHEATER -DAY- Willy is swimming around in his tank.
Jesse walks over and losses a fish to Willy. Willy grabs the

fish in his mouth and places it back on the side of the tank.

JBSSE  :Well. what's the matter, Willy? Thought you liked

these things.

Jesse picks up the [ish.

JESSE  :Well. you only... You're supposed to eat il like

this.
Jesse holds the fish Lo his mouth and makes a chewing sound.
JESSH :See?
Willy shakes his head back and forth.
JESSE

:No?

Willy opens his mouth wider.
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Willy nods.
JESSE 1" Il make a deal with you. Don’t bite my hand off, [INVZIZLLS, ROFAALSE

and @ Okay?
Jasse tosses the fish into Willy's mouth.
JESSE : @ ?
He tosses in another one.
JESSE <How!

Jesse slowly reaches out his hand and touches Willy's nose.

JESSE
@ . Lhough.
Well, buddy. | golta go. We' Il save Lhese scraps

and fishes for later.

Jesse starts to walk away. Willy follows him around the side

of the lank.

JESSE  :What? ® ?

Willy puts one of his massive flippers in the air.

JESSE :0h. 1 can do that, too.

Jesse holds up his hands. He switches hands.

:1 guess you feel like rubbery! Your skin peels off.
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JESSE  : ©
®

? Yeah?

Willy holds up his other [lipper.
JESSE  :Hey!
Jesse waves his hand.
JBSSE  :Hey! D ?
Willy waves his flipper, imitating Jesse.

JESSE Well, ®) )

Dance?

? Can you groove?

Jesse holds out his hands and turns in circles. Randolph
comes into the tank area and sees Willy following Jesse's

instructions.

RANDOLPH :Rae?
RAE :What?

Rae walks over and sces Willy turning in circles.

JESSE - @,

doin’

? Willy, you're really
it! Yeah! a9 ! Makes me dizzy.

RANDOLPH :Looks like Willy's got himself a soul mate.

lesse sticks out his tongue. Willy imitates him and moves his
massive tongue back and forth. Rae walks over.

Rae :Jesse. @D ?
Jesse  :Sure [ can feed him @

Jesse unwraps another fish and tosses it into Willy's mouth.

JESSE  :Wanna try? C mon.

Jesse hands Rae a fish, but Willy immedialely drops under the

water and splashes his tail.

RAE Willy and | didn’ L get off to a very good start.
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