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An Attempt to Use an English Magazine
“MINI WORLD” for the Extensive Reading

Toyohiko HORI,

Abstract

Kanaho MATSUDA

The purpose of this attempt is to give the students opportunities to read a lot of English texts and
have them get used to it. “MIINI WORLD" is the English bimonthly magazine which has various topics
and easy level of grammar. The students can choose the articles they are interested in. We used “MINI
WORLD” as a good teaching material for extensive reading.
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ll cBoot" (first broadeast in
R 1994) was an idea started in
the 1980s when Gavin

“HoLLYWOOD NORTH”

LEADS THE WAY

When one thinks of new technology
and successful television programs,
Vancouver is usually not the place one
thinks of. This city, known as
“Hollywood North,” has been and is
home to such hit TV shows as “The X-
Files,” “The Crow,” “The Outer Limits,”
and “Stargate SG-1.” It is also home to
the first completely computer-made ani-
mation show, “ReBoot.”

Blair and lan Pearson did the com-
putcr graphics (CGI) for the Dire
Staaits’ video “Moncy for Nothing.”
The graphics, while new and excit-
ing, were not perfect, but they were
the starcing point for Mainframe, the
company that produces *ReBoot.”
Blair and Pearson figured they could
do a TV show using the same CGI
technique. They decided to set the
show's storics inside a computer.

In the pas, animation was hand-
drawn and flat, creating two-dimen-
sional scencs. “ReBoot” is three-
dimensional (3-D) and built on a
mathematic model that is loaded into
a computer o be viewed from any
angle. An animator will draw a char-
acter in a scene, then draw where the
move.

character s to Using
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Microsoft Softimage, this informa-
tion s put into a compurer and the
software then creates movement.
This innovation was honored by the
Smithsonian Institution in 1998.

Phil Mitchell, a co-creator of

“ReBoot,” said at the ceremony: “It's
quite an experience (o receive a
medal in the company of inductecs
(those honored) such as the United
Nations and NASA."

Other shows, films, vidco games,
ctc., use actors or puppets with sen-
sors attached to record movements
that are then captured on computer.
and

Terminator 2 are examples of this

Donkey Kong Country
technique. The bad point is that
once the action is recorded, you can-
not reshoot any scenes without redo-
ing the entire process

Besides “ReBoot” and another

show, “Beast Wars,” Mainframe will

(B) FHFHT - BRI

soon have two more shows out. One
is called “War Planets,” (its other
tidle is “Shadowraiders™) and the oth-
er is “Weird-Ohs,” based on racing

cars from the '60s.

A Different Level

According to Mainframe’s
director of communications,
Mairi Welman, “Weird-Ohs™
will take computer animation
to the next level, with a differ-
ent feel from “ReBoot.” “The
look is entirely different
‘ReBoot’ is kind of techno-
looking, so it has a lot of shiny
surfaces and has a sort of cold
look to it. “Weird-Ohs' is very
organic (natural-looking).”

Now that Mainframe has
done IMAX cheater films,
video games, and four TV
series, does Vancouver have
enough qualified people to
keep up with the amount of
work?

“One in three animators in
the world is Canadian, so,
we're not worried. You should
sce the number of recls ([sample]

wpes) that arrive every week, espe-

cially from Americans who want to
get out of L.A. There have been sev-
cral [film] studio closurcs over the

last year, s0 lots of people in the U.S.

16. DNASE, JLIEBFHA ORI

Dot Matrix with a couple of binomes.

by Stephen Quinn
(in Vancouver)

are circulating (moving around) and
changing jobs.”
The U.S. scems to be a beteer

place to set up a business because of

lower taxes, 50 one might think that

there would be pressure to move
Mainframe to the U.S. Welman dis-
agrees with this viewpoint. “No,
because onc of our BIGGEST draws
(best points) is the city of Vancouver

and the Canadian social services (i.c.,

EEXAM ML—EZF (MINI WORLD NO. 45~58)
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¢ health care) system. People

understand thac quality of life
costs something (i.c., people
pay higher taxes in Canada for
cheaper health care).”
Although rumors of a
“ReBoot” movic have been
heard for 2 while, Welman says
right now the future of
“Reboor” is unknown. It was
broadcast in the U.S. for two
seasons, but the third scason
was only broadcast in Canada.
As for Mainframe in the
next five years, despite all the
projects underway Welman
comments, “Television will
always be our bread and butter
(main business). But film
work is where we're headed in
terms of new directions. Five
years isn't all that long in the
movie biz (business). It takes
at least two years to make a
film. So in five years maybe we'll
have two CGI films under our bels
(Binished)!” Currently they are devel-
oping a film based on a children’s
book, The Sign of the Seahorse by
Australian author Gracme Base.
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“Q & A on English Education”
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1. Why do you learn English ?

2. How do you learn English ?

3. How is your English ability now ?

4. How were English classes in your high
school days ?
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