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Research on History in the 20th Century Through the 215 Century

— How Students are Aware of the Pacific War through Singaporeans’ Point of View —
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® K
FHEAND TRPFERS ) DT 5EROTELT, ATDOBEREZHEHETRERE I ENTELLHIILD
CEEFEOPTY LT, ZENSHICHT HFEDOBEREHAMND ZEVPKRRBOHNTH 5,

Abstract

This paper shows what senior high school students learn through Singaporeans’ point of view in English
lessons about how Pacific War began. It also wants them to study the worldwide history of the 20h
century through the 21% century and have a global view.

The author has three following research hypotheses; 1) Students will have interests in the Pacific
War in English, especially how the Japanese armies acted at that time 2) They will have a positive English
presentation if they have enough materials and research periods. 3) They will express their opinions
about “Atomic Bombs” and "the Pacific War” if they have enough materials and research periods.

The research proved through English lessons and surveys that senior high school students had more
positive opinions than junior high students about whether the war was right or wrong, how they
would act during wartime, how Japan should stand for foreign countries and how they would evaluate
dropping atomic bombs.
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Chapter 11.5
Why Japan went to war with the United States

The Philippines, however, was under American rule. The Americans with their navy, air force and
army could stop the Japanese from moving into Southeast Asia. The Japanese government decided
that Japan had to fight a war with the United States if it wanted to conquer Southeast Asia. The Un-
ited States had not entered the war in Europe and was not well prepared for war. The American peo-
ple were against their country entering the war in Europe, which would mean sending young Amer-
icans to fight other people’s battles. The Japanese leaders knew this, and some of them also thought
that the Americans were used to a comfortable life and would not prove to be as good fighters as
Japanese soldiers.

Japan therefore decided to attack the American air force stationed in the Philippines and to des-
troy the American fleet of warships at Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian islands (a group of islands in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean). The Americans had a naval base at Pearl Harbor. It was here that Amer-
ican warships were provided with fuel and ammunition and were repaired. It was also the base from
which American warships could be sent to help protect the Philippines and other American islands in
the Pacific. Japan realised that if its forces could destroy the American base and fleet at Pearl Harbor.
the Americans would not be able to defend the Philippines. (p.133)
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