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A Study on the Mathematics of Old Japan
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Synopsis

“Sangaku”, which had developed together with “Wasan” since the early Tokugawa era(1660) till
the end of the Meiji era, was a peculiarly Japanese method of publishing the results of mathematical
studies— framed votive tablets on which difficult problems of mathematics are inscribed as *Idai”,
unsolved questions hung in frames on the walls of Shinto shrine or Buddhist temple, dedicated to God
or Buddha and shown to the public for the benefit of the scholars of mathematics in the following
generations.

This custom peculiar to Japan, of announcing the result of mathematical studies, however, had gra-
dually disappeared with the coming of the educational reformation in the beginning of Meiji era (1872).

Here I picked up one thousand and several hundred of “Sangaku” questions and classified the ‘figure’
questions of them into four categories, and then selected some tens of representative ones from each
of the four categories, Here I have presented some of them in the original language, and others with
“Dai-i”, the expression in current Japanese of the significance of them, with their answers.
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