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On Involvement and Detachment in Victory by Joseph Conrad.
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Synopsis

This article intends to analyze Joseph Conrad’s novel, victory, which is one of his masterpieces in the

latter period, chiefly through his thought of involvement and detachment, and also tries to clarify his

thought by the analysis.
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What influenced my decision mest were the
obscure promptings of that pagan residuum of awe
and wonder which lurks still at the bottom ot our
old humanity.
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Thinking is the great enemy of perfection. The

habit of profound reflection, I am compelled to
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say, is the most pernicious of all the habits form-

ed by the civilized man.®
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Roughly speaking, a circle with a radius of eight
hundred miles drawn round a point in Noruh Bor-
neo was in Heyst’s case a magic circle.
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“And you are interested in ——?”’

“Fact,”” broke in Heyst in his courtly voice.

“There’s nothing worth knowing but facts. Hard

facts! Facts alone, Mr. Tesman.”’s
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“Is there no guidance?”
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“——, I advise you to cultivate that from of
contempt which is called pity. It is perhaps the
least difficult —— always remembering that you,
too, if you are anything, are as pitiful as the rest,
yet never expecting any pity for yourself.’”’®
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“Look on —— make no sound,””10
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“The world is a bad dog. It will bite you if you
give it a chance; but I think that here we can
safely defy the fates.””1®
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Jones and company break in on this dream at a

promisingly creative moment, in the midst of Le-

na's “sudden and close embrace ”” with Heyst ; and

from this moment forward she is on the passionate

defensive ; but by this time her symbolic functions
have been clear.1?
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Heyst bent low over her, cursing his fastidious
soul, which even at that moment kept the true
cry of love from lips in its infernal mistrust of
all life.1®
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—But it is important to see that the identity

between Heyst and Jones is not exact ; rather they

are inverted images of one another. Heyst reflects,

Jones merely broods; Heyst is drawn into action

through loneliness or sympathy, Jones merely

through fits of boredom ; Heyst feels a kind
of abstract love for Lena, but Jones feels only

a pathological revulsion toward all women ; Jones

is physically effete, but morally resolute (in his

own inverted terms), while Heyst is physically
strong snd resolute, but morally effete.19
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She pays for her mistake (also an unconscious
breach of faith) with her life.2®
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and Heyst throws himself into the purifying

flame in order to atone for his (and her) guilt.2h
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How was it that the example of his father had

not sufficed to keep him from throwing himself

from the bank of stoicism into the bustle of life,
into adventures, hardships, into places from which
there was no way back to the resolutions of his
childhood, to the unfinished task of his father?2®
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On 23 May Apollo died; Conrad’s grandmother
described how, ‘with bitter tears, he prayed for
the soul of his father kneeling between the priest
and the nuns, until at length Mr. Buszczgnski took
him away and pressed him to his heart. The
funeral was made the occasion of a tribute by the
people of Cracow to a man who had sacrificed
his life to his conception of patriotic duty; Con-
rad walked at the head of the enormous procession.
The ghost of this tragic figure was to haunt
Conrad throughout his life.?®
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