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On the Formation of Philip’s Self in
Of Human Bondage by W. S. Maugham
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Synopsis

Of Human Bondage is an autobiographical novel, in which fact and fiction are inextricably mingled.
The transition from Philip Carey’s lonliness, suffering and unhappiness to his maturity and spiritual freedom
can be said the process of achieving Maugham’s philosophy of life. In this paper, refferring to his
biographical elements and the motive for which he wrote this work, I intend to study the formation of
Philip’s self.
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Her voice was so weak that it seemed to come
already from a great distance. The child did not

answer, but smiled comfortably. He was very

happy in the large, warm bed, with those soft
arms about him, He tried to make himsell
smaller still as he cuddled up against his mother,
and he kissed her sleepily. In a moment he closed
his eyes and was fast asleep.(1?)
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“ What are you doing with those bricks, Philip ?
You know you’re not allowed to play games on
Sunday.”

Philip stared at him for a moment with fright-
ened eyes, and, as his habit was, flushed deeply.

“I always used to play at home” he answered.

“T’'m sure your dear mamma never allowed vou
to do such a wicked thing as that.”a®
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“I want to be left alone,” he said.

“Philip, how can you say anything so unkind ?
Don’t you know that your uncle and T only want
your good? Don’t you love me at all?”

“I hate you. I wish you was dead.”¢!
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“T don’t see why one should believe in God at
all.” The words were no sooner out of his mouth
than he realised that he had ceased to do so.
It took his breath away like a plunge into cold
water, (24
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